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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kimberly K. Baxter on 8 March 2005. 

Amend the application as follows: 
In the Claims: 

> in Claim 7, Line 1 amend "2" to — 1 — ; 

> replace Claim 16, as follows: 

16. A method of locating and correcting a legal case citation in an open 
document that is being edited by a word processing application, 
comprising the steps of: 

• automatically scanning said open document for said legal case 
citation; 

• locating said legal case citation within said open document; 

• identifying an error within said legal case citation as compared 
against a predetermined legal case citation standard; and 
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• automatically correcting said error within said legal case citation 
within said open document according to said predetermined legal 
case citation standard. 

> cancel Claim 18; 

> in Claim 21 , Line 2 ■* amend "element" to — elements — ; 

> in Claim 23, Line 1 -* amend "18" to — 16 — ; 

> in Claim 24, Line 1 -> amend "18" to — 16 — ; 

> in Claim 25, Line 1 -* amend "18" to — 16 — ; 

> in Claim 26, Line 1 - amend "18" to — 16 — ; 

> in Claim 28, Line 10 -> amend "processing document" to — processing 
document according to said predetermined legal case citation standard — ; 

> in Claim 34, Line 1 -» amend "29" to — 28 — ; 
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> in Claim 41 , Line 1 3 -> amend "said legal case citation" to — a legal case citation 



> in Claim 41 , Lines 15-16 ^ amend "for an error in stylistic accuracy" to — for 
errors in stylistic accuracy as compared against said rules — ; 

> in Claim 41 , Line 18 amend "a detected error" to — said errors — ; 

> in Claim 47, Line 6 amend "document" to — document as compared against a 
legal case citation standard.—; 

> in Claim 47, Line 9 -> amend "automatically correcting said error within said open 
word processing document" to — automatically correcting said error within said 
legal case citation within said open document according to said predetermined 
legal case citation standard — ; 

> in Claim 54, Lines 5-6 -» amend "document and automatically correcting the 
error within the legal case citation within the open word processing document 
according to the legal case citation standard" to — document, identifying an error 
within the legal case citation within the open word processing document as 
compared against a legal case citation standard and automatically correcting the 
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error within the legal case citation within the open word processing document 
according to the legal case citation standard — ; 

> cancel Claim 55; 

> replace Claim 57, as follows: 

57. A legal citation checker comprising a computer-readable medium 
encoded with a computer program, wherein said computer program 
comprises: 

• a first component that enables the legal citation checker to operate 
as a plug-in to a word processing application; and 

• a second component, operable with the first component, that 
operates to locate a legal case citation within an open word 
processing document, 

wherein said second component operates to identify an error within the 
legal case citation as compared against a legal case citation standard and 
automatically correct the legal case citation within said open word 
processing document in conformance with the legal case citation 
standard. 



> cancel Claim 58; 
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> cancel Claim 59. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 3-17, 20-28, 30-54, 57 and 60 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 1, 16, 28, 47, 54 and 57: 

The closest prior art is Supnik, which discloses the "CiteRite" and "Full Authority" 
software programs. These programs perform the following operations: 

• locating a legal case citation within a word processing document; 

• identifying an error within said legal case citation within said word processing 
document as compared against a predetermined legal case citation standard; 
and 

• automatically correcting a format of legal case citations within a separate Table 
of Authorities according to said predetermined legal case citation standard. 

However, the "CiteRite" and "Full Authority" software programs fail to disclose or 
suggest automatically correcting a format of legal case citations within the word 
processing document according to said predetermined legal case citation standard. 
The prior art also discloses: 

• identifying errors within text of a word processing document; and 

• automatically correcting said text. 
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However, the prior art fails to disclose or suggest automatically correcting an error in a 
legal case citation within a word processing document according to a legal case 
citation standard. 

Accordingly, the novel and unobvious feature of the present invention comprises 
automatically correcting an error in a legal case citation within a word processing 
document according to a legal case citation standard. 

Claims 3-75, 17, 20-27, 30-40, 48-53 and 60: 

These claims are dependent upon Claims 1,16, 28, 47 and 57 and thus include 
allowable subject matter. 

Claim 41: 

Similarly, the closest prior art is Supnik, which discloses the "CiteRite" and "Full 
Authority" software programs. These programs perform the following operations: 

• locating a legal case citation within a word processing document; 

• testing said legal case citation for errors in stylistic accuracy as. compared 
against a plurality of stylistic accuracy rules for a plurality of legal jurisdictions; 
and 

• automatically correcting said errors in stylistic accuracy within a separate Table 
of Authorities. 
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However, the "CiteRite" and "Full Authority" software programs fail to disclose or 
suggest automatically correcting said errors in stylistic accuracy within the word 
processing document according to said plurality of stylistic accuracy rules for the 
plurality of legal jurisdictions. 

The prior art also discloses: 

• identifying errors within text of a word processing document; and 

• automatically correcting said text. 

However, the prior art fails to disclose or suggest automatically correcting errors in 
stylistic accuracy in a legal case citation within a word processing document 
according to a plurality of stylistic accuracy rules for a plurality of legal 
jurisdictions. 

Accordingly, the novel and unobvious feature of the present invention comprises 
automatically correcting errors in a legal case citation within a word processing 
document according a plurality of stylistic accuracy rules for a plurality of legal 
jurisdictions. 

Claims 42-46: 

These claims are dependent upon Claim 41 and thus include allowable subject 
matter. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Doug Hutton whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4137. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon, can be reached at (571) 272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2100. 



WDH 

March 8, 2005. 




